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Oehlbach® BTT 5000 
„Compact Bluetooth transmitter with convenient 
operation and high signal stability“ 
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The Oehlbach BTT 5000 makes 
high-quality hi-fi components fit 
for the wireless infrastructure

„Aha, yet another Bluetooth 
adapter…“ some people will 
probably now be thinking. Yes and 
no – the BTT 5000 is connected to 
existing non-Bluetooth-compatible 
components and expands these to 
provide for the Bluetooth function. 
However, it is not a receiver, as with 
most devices, but a transmitter. So 
the BTT 5000 receives the audio 
signal from the hi-fi components and 
transmits these wirelessly to com-
patible devices via Bluetooth. This 
can be a set of head-phones, for 
example, or a compact Bluetooth 
speaker, as well as a high-quality 
active loudspeaker with Bluetooth 
function. aptX support and the high 
bit rates now possible for wireless 
Bluetooth transmission enable music 
quality of up to 44.1 kHz/16 Bit. BTT 
5000 is also equipped with „Dual 
Pairing Technology“. This allows the 
transmitter to pair with two devices 
at the same time and provide audio 
signals to both simultaneously.

Thinking about it, the areas of 
application are as diverse as the 
Bluetooth receiver. Using Bluetooth-
compatible headphones, for 
example, you can conveniently enjoy 
listening to music in the garden from 
the turntable located a few meters 
away in the hi-fi rack in the living 
room. The possibility of dual pairing, 
in particular, also opens up a range of 
practical advantages, e.g. you could 
set up a small, albeit very rudimentary, 
multi-room system in combination 
with two Bluetooth loudspeakers. 
The compact Oehlbach Bluetooth 
transmitter is available in stores at a 
recommended retail price of €99.

The Oehlbach BTT 5000 package 
provides everything needed for the 
easy operation of the Bluetooth 
transmitter. This includes, of course, 
the transmitter itself as well as a 
compact mains adapter for the 
power supply, plus a 1.8 meter long 
TRS cable and jack-to-cinch adapter. 
Even though not quite identical, the 
BTT 5000 has a very similar shape 
and design to the Oehlbach BTX1000 
Bluetooth adapter also tested. The 
adapter is lighter and is set in a 
plastic enclosure, which is slightly 
rubberized to give it a nice feel. There 
is a small Oehlback logotype on the 
top and a power button above that.

There is also a small LED integrated 
bottom left, which indicates „ready 
to pair“ and a stable connection. The 
BTT 5000 is fitted with a 40cm long 
cable with a USB connector, which is 
responsible for the power supply. In 
addition, a properly customized mini-
jack plug is provided for the enclosed 
cable. 

The cable and the jack to stereo 
cinch adapter supplied comprise 
fairly simple, conventional material 
without any exceptional features. 
However, the adapter is fixed very 
firmly to the cable provided and does 
not become dislodged, even when 
under load. Those wanting to use 
higher quality cables and plugs for 
wireless Bluetooth transmission can 
replace them without any difficulty, 
however.

Is the BTT 5000 easy to use?
On conventional hi-fi components 
or stereo systems, the BTT 5000 
is connected to the stereo cinch 
outputs of the relevant device via 
the TRS cable and adapter, with the 
other end plugged into the mini-jack 
socket on the Bluetooth transmitter. 
The Oehlbach transmitter also 
needs a power supply. If you are 
in the fortunate situation of the hi-
fi components having a 5 volt USB 
slot, the BTT 5000 can be connected 
directly to this for the power supply. 
If this is not the case, it has to be 
connected to the power adapter 
provided – as with a cell phone 
charger. This can result in the BTT 
5000 having to be placed close to 
a power socket because the cable, 
as already mentioned, only offers a 
range of around 40 cm.

Once the BTT 5000 has been 
positioned, the major steps for 
successful installation have already 
been completed. The Bluetooth 
connection is established more or 
less automatically. The components 
that are to receive the Bluetooth 
signal from the transmitter only 
have to be set to pairing mode - 
the receiving device and the BTT 
5000 then pair without any further 
intervention. We tested this with an 
Onkyo TX-NR3030, the Bluetooth-
compatible Denon AH-GC20 
headset and a compact DAB+ Radio 
with Bluetooth from Clint and the 
Oehlbach transmitter connected 
to all three products without any 
difficulty whatsoever. It is important 
for pairing new Bluetooth devices 
that the receiver already connected 
to the BTT 5000 is switched off. 

Talking of switching off – if you 
want to deactivate the Oehlbach 
transmitter, simply press the power 
button on the BTT 5000 until the blue 
LED goes off completely.

With regard to acoustic performance, 
this does, of course, mainly depend 
on the receiving components. If the 
Bluetooth signal is sent to a compact 
Bluetooth speaker, it goes without 
saying that you will not get the same 
performance as with a a full-blown 
stereo system. Combined with solid 
components, the experience is one 
of excellent spaciousness and a 
clean stage layout with no interfering 
artifacts whatsoever. You only have 
to be careful if you want to operate 
two Bluetooth-compatible devices 
in „party mode“ because the audio 
signal in the dual pairing mode is 
not necessarily always processed 
simultaneously by the different 
components. This can result in 
latency in the range of seconds. 
Signal stability was substantiated 
in the test and did not pose any 
problems. Outdoors, you can even 
get a bit more than the 10 m range 
of the Bluetooth signal specified as 
a rule. Indoors, it does, of course, 
depend on parameters like wall 
thickness and construction material, 
though there should not be any 
connection problems in the 6-7 m 
range.

Conclusion
The Oehlbach BTT 5000 Bluetooth 
transmitter stands out through 
its easy handling, compact form 
and solid operating stability. The 
Oehlbach transmitter is certainly 
something for those wanting 
to expand their beloved hi-fi- 
components in the living room as 
a Bluetooth transmission station 
for streaming music wirelessly to 
additional components. The dual 
pairing mode enhances operating 
convenience and flexibility for the 
intended purpose and transmission 
with aptX also satisfies more 
demanding listeners – the combined 
Bluetooth receiving device also has 
to support the standard, of course.  

+  Easy installation
+  Everything needed is  

supplied in the package
+  Signal stability
+  aptX support
+  Two components can be  

paired at the same time


